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QUILT COLLECTOR PAT SLOAN (PATSLOAN.COM)
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Re-create a vintage baby 
blanket using today’s 

piecing techniques. 

choose fabrics
The maker of this quilt constructed it primarily in 
pinks and blues, tossing in a few additional colors 
via make-do blocks. Most of the prints are plaids, 
stripes, and checks, with a few solid reds used for 
handles and feet. If you want to add touches of fun 
and surprise to your quilt, tap into your stash for 
green, brown, and multicolor prints.
 “I purchased this vintage quilt because of the 
adorable little baskets and soft pink setting,” quilt 
collector Pat Sloan says. “Using up fabrics seems 
to be the name of her game. She also threw in a few 
oddball pieces, like a navy/green plaid and some 
browns.”

materials
1 3⁄4 yard total assorted pink prints and red prints 

(appliqués, baskets)

1 11⁄8 yards total assorted blue prints (appliqués, 
baskets)

1 15⁄8 yards solid white (background, binding)

1 11⁄8 yards red-and-pink print (sashing)

1 3 yards backing fabric

1 52×59" batting

1 Lightweight fusible web

Finished quilt: 431⁄2 ×51"
Finished block: 51⁄2" square

Size options: For a chart of materials needed 
to make this quilt in three more sizes, turn to 

Pattern Sheet 3. 

Yardage and cutting instructions are based on 
42" of usable fabric width.
Measurements include 1⁄4" seam allowances. Sew 
with right sides together unless otherwise stated. 
Press seams in direction indicated by arrows on 
diagrams. If no direction is specified, press seam 
toward darker fabric. 

bonanza
of Baskets
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cut fabrics
Cut pieces in the following 
order.
 Quilt collector and 
designer Pat Sloan prefers 
to make her triangle-
squares larger than 
necessary and trim them to 
size. If you want to do this, 

cut 5" squares instead of 
the 47⁄8" squares specified 
in cutting instructions.
 The Handle Pattern 
is on Pattern Sheet 1. 
To use fusible web for 
appliquéing, complete the 
following steps.

1. Lay fusible web, paper 
side up, over pattern. Use a 
pencil to trace pattern 42 
times, leaving 1⁄2" between 
tracings. Cut out each 
fusible-web shape roughly 
1⁄4" outside traced lines.

2. Following manufacturer’s 
instructions, press each 
fusible-web shape onto 
wrong side of designated 
fabric; let cool. Cut out 
fabric shapes on drawn lines. 
Peel off paper backings.
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From assorted pink prints 
and red prints, cut:
1 7—47⁄8" squares, cutting 

each in half diagonally for 
14 triangles total

1 28—2" squares (14 sets 
of 2 matching squares)

1 14 of Handle Pattern
From assorted blue 
prints, cut:
1 14—47⁄8" squares, cutting 

each in half diagonally for 
28 triangles total

1 56—2" squares (28 sets 
of 2 matching squares)

1 28 of Handle Pattern
From solid white, cut:
1 5—21⁄2×42" binding 

strips
1 21—47⁄8" squares, cutting 

each in half diagonally for 
42 triangles total

1 42—31⁄2" squares
1 84—2×3" rectangles
From red-and-pink 
print, cut:
1 7—21⁄2×42" strips for 

sashing
1 36—21⁄2×6" sashing 

rectangles

assemble blocks
Mix and match handle, 
basket, and basket base 
prints as desired.

Baskets have been a patchwork classic 
since women began stitching friendship 
quilts in the 1840s. Woven baskets full 
of roses in Baltimore Album quilts or 
North Carolina Lilies in containers of 
pieced triangles come to mind. The 
basket image has become simpler over 
the decades, evolving into this profile 

that has a curved handle. The earliest 
published pattern for an elemental 
basket that I’ve found is BlockBase 
No. 650.2 (see page 10), printed by the 
woman’s magazine Hearth and Home 
about 1915 as Little Basket or Fruit 
Basket.—historian Barbara Brackman

HISTORY
BLOCKOF  

THE
Antique block Little Basket

1. Center a pink, red, or 
blue print handle appliqué 
on long edge of a solid 
white triangle, aligning 
raw edges. Fuse in place, 
following manufacturer’s 
instructions. Machine-
appliqué handle in place to 
make an appliquéd triangle 
(Diagram 1). Repeat 
to make 42 appliquéd 
triangles total.

2. Sew an appliquéd 
triangle to a pink, red, 
or blue print triangle to 
make a basket segment 
(Diagram 2). The basket 
segment should be 41⁄2" 
square including seam 
allowances. Repeat to 
make 42 basket segments 
total. (If you used oversize 
triangles as Pat prefers to 
do, place the diagonal line 
of a square ruler on the 
seam, making sure handle 
is centered, and trim the 
basket segment to 41⁄2" 
square.) 

3. Sew a solid white 2×3" 
rectangle to a pink, red, 
or blue print 2" square 
to make a basket base 
unit (Diagram 3). The unit 
should be 2×41⁄2" including 
seam allowances. Repeat 
to make 84 basket base 
units total.

4. Referring to Diagram 4, 
sew two basket base units 
(matching, if desired) to 
each basket segment.

5. Use a pencil to mark a 
diagonal line on wrong side 
of each solid white 31⁄2" 
square.

6. Referring to Diagram 5, 
align a marked solid white 
square with lower left-
hand corner of a Step 4 
unit (Diagram 5). Sew on 
marked line. Trim excess 
fabric, leaving 1⁄4" seam 
allowance. Press attached 
triangle open to make a 
basket block. The block 
should be 6" square 
including seam allowances. 
Repeat to make 42 basket 
blocks total.
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assemble quilt top
1. Cut and piece red-and-pink 
print 21⁄2×42" strips to make:
1	5—21⁄2 ×51" sashing strips

2. Referring to Quilt 
Assembly Diagram, lay out 
basket blocks, red-and-
pink print 21⁄2 ×6" sashing 
rectangles, and 21⁄2 ×51" 
sashing strips in 11 rows.

3. Sew together pieces in 
each block row. Press seams 
toward sashing.

4. Join block rows and 
sashing strips to make quilt 
top. Press seams in one 
direction.

finish quilt
1. Layer quilt top, batting, 
and backing; baste. (For 
details, see Complete Quilt, 
page 110.)

2. Quilt as desired. Pat 
suggests following the lead of 
the original quiltmaker, who 
hand-quilted basket outlines, 

1⁄4" from the sashing edges, 
and through the sashing 
centers (Quilting Diagram).

3. Bind with solid white 
binding strips. (For details,  
see Complete Quilt.) APQ

QUILT ASSEMBLY DIAGRAM

2
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5
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21⁄2×6"
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QUILTING DIAGRAM
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MOST FABRICS are from the Hometown Girl collection 
by Pat Sloan for Moda Fabrics (modafabrics.com).

CO O OPTION
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KIT To order a kit 
of fabrics for 
quilt top and 

binding for $000 
plus shipping and 
applicable tax, 
contact name name, 
000 Street, City, XX 
00000; 000/000-
0000; XXX.com.

To make this pillow, designer Pat 
Sloan altered the feet of the Basket 
block used in the vintage Bonanza 
of Baskets quilt to make the block 
bigger (6" rather than 51⁄2" square). 
Choosing lime green and teal prints 
for the baskets and a taupe print 
for the sashing gives Pat’s pillow a 
modern feel.

Make a matching pillow!
Get the pattern at  
AllPeopleQuilt.com/330.


