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I love to do my binding on the machine. It's fast, it's sturdy and I save my handwork for
other tasks!

If you are not familiar with making the binding refer to the back of any of my books.  I am
cutting my binding 1 1/2" wide, then ironing over 1/4" on one long side. You can use
double binding for this technique.

You sew the binding to the quilt JUST like you normally do.

But you are starting on the BACK as you will pull it forward to the front to finish
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I use a 1/4" or a BIT wider Seam allowance.

 
• use a blanket stitch for the stitching on the front

• make the stitch about 3.5 x 3.5 (do a test on your machine for the size stitch that
works) 

• use your walking foot 
• REVERSE your blanket stitch. Most need reversed so that the quilt is on the LEFT

and NOT inside the throat of the machine. 
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Once the binding is sewn on turn the quilt over. 

Now you are going to be pulling the binding to the front and using a Blanket stitch to
secure it.

The goal is to stitch ON or NEXT TO the stitch line of the binding. That way your back
looks nice. The stitch line will be UNDER the binding.
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Start on the side and sew sew sew... (I'm using a stilleto to hold and point.. you can also
use a seam ripper).... back to sew sew sew until ....

you get to the corner. Fold the binding once...... 
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And then again. I stitch UP TO the corner and try and catch the fold right where the
pointer is. 

Turn and continue down the next side.

TIP – Watch the video on Youtube
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCmJXBiqKX8&feature=player_embedded

When you are done. hand stitch the 4 corners closed. Stitch both the front and the back,
just like you do for hand binding, but faster! 
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This is what the back of your blanket stitching looks like when you stay ON the stitch line. 

If you pull the binding on the front too far away from the stitch line, then the back will have
a gap like this photo.

This is NOT the end of the world, but some people prefer a tighter finished look.

BIG TIP - I recommend you do a test strip with your cut binding size, size of stitches and
seam allowance. This way you can adjust the cut size of your binding to fit your stitching
style. 
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I hope you try this method of binding. If you do, write me an email and send me a photo!

Sometimes when you are done your binding might have a bit of a wave to it. The solution
is to wash the quilt and that relaxes the stitches. If you can't wash it, then steam the
binding edge and it will flatten out.

Now go bind some quilts!

Be sure you are signed up for my email newsletter so you get the info when I send it out
http://www.patsloan.biz  right side bar

... listen to my Radio Show!
http://www.creativetalknetwork.com/ 

...Read my Daily Blog  http://patsloan.typepad.com 

...I have a nice Quilt Forum where you can meet lots of friends
http://www.Quiltmashup.com 

...I twitter http://twitter.com/QuilterPatSloan

And Join me at Facebook for some real fun!
http://www.facebook.com/PatSloanQuiltFun
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